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Kmpyftiixi, Md., Sept. 17, 1M7.
TIm intereatiag ceretuouie* of tbe dedicatlou of ibe

Antletam National Cemetery eod tbe laying of tbe corner(tone of the Monument occurred to-day on tbe
eoene of tbe great battle of '.AnUeuun, about two miles
from, ibis Tillage Tbe weather was delightful and
Homing oas occurred idus iar 10 invenere wild me

kmg programme of urugemeBU previously agreed
upon. The railroad train from Baltimore and that
from Washington having met at the Relay Bouse, proceededon their way hither, which they reached at
about twelve o'clock. Among the Invited guests in the
Washington train were President Johnson, Secretaries
Seward, MoCulloch and Welles, Postmaster General
Randall, Assistant Secretary of Navy Faxon, Colone I
Mjitow, of the President's staff, and Mr. Cershaw, of
the Executive Mansion, and the following named representativesof foreign countries:.

Great Britain.Francis Clare Ford, Secretary of Legstini.
France.Mr. J. Benlheny, Envoy Extraordinary and

MiniBter Plenipotentiary; tne Viscount da St. Ferriot,
Secretary of legation.

It u»sia.M. Edward de Stoeckl, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary; M. Waidemar de Bodlsco,
Secretary of Legation.
Spain.Senor Don Facundo Goni, Envoy Extraordinaryand Minister Plenipotentiary.
lialy.The Chevalier Cerruti, Envoy Extraordinary

and Minister Plenipotentiary; Mr. Romero Cantagulli,Secretary of Legation.
Austria.Baron Fraokensieln, Charg6 d'Affairs.
N.caragua and Honduras.-snor Don Luis Mailna, EnvoyExtraoidinary and Miulstsr Plenipotentiary.
Mexico.Senor Don BI. Romero. Envoy Extraordinary

and Minister Plenipotentiary; Senor Don Ignacto Mariscal,Secretary of Legation; Senor Don Cayetano Romero,
Second Secretary.
Turkey.Minister Blacque and his secretary, Baltxe.
There were alao on the Washington train, Hon. Wn>.

K Robinson, Congressman Irom Brooklyn diatrict, N.
Y.; General Thoc W. Eagan, Hon. G. V. Fox, ex-AssistantSecretary of the Navy; Mr. Chilton and Mr. Donaldson,ef the State Department; Mr. Pleasants, of the AttorneyGeneral's Office; Col. Jas. R. O'Beirne and nninerousother gentlemen occupying public positions
On the Baltimore train, among others, were:.GovernorSwann, or Maryland, with staff; consisting of

Adjutant General Berry, Brigadier General W. H. Neilson,Judge Advocate J. B. Latrobe and Colossi
Waters, ald-de-camp; alao ex-Governor Bradford and
Lieutenant Gevernor Cox, General Shrever, Provost of
Baltimore, and Colonel Sellick, the two last named being
ef the Committee of Arrangements, and Colonel
W«b»ur. Collector of the Port of Baltimore, toyernor
jsnton, iff pew i or*, wun nis sun, namsiy:..
Adjutant General Wattin, Inspector General Batch l«r,Commissary General of Ordaaace Palmar, Judge
Advocate General Young, Paymaster General Olcott,
Colonel Moil, iii-decAmp. Governor English, ft Conaeetleat,with staff officers; Adjutant General IagatsoU
"Sad Paymaster General Charley; Geveraor Ward, of
New Jersey, and his stair, as follow*:.General Lewis
Perrine, Quartermaster General Wm. Stryker, Adjutant
Lewis W. Oakley, Surgeon General Ed. C. Campbell,
Slate Military Agent General A. t. A. Torbet, United
States Army; Lieutenant Colonel N. N. Balsted, aid-deramp;Lieutenant Colonel Robert 8. Swords, aid-decamp;Lieutenant Colonel Wm. E. Potter, aid-de-camp;
Lieutenant Colonel James W. Woodruff; deputy quartermaster.Civil officers.Horace N. Conger, Secretary of
Slats; Wm. L. Dayton, Jr., Private Secretary to the
Governor; Wm. K. McDonald, Comptroller; Geo. A.
Halsey, Member of Congress; John W. Poster, historian;
Dr S- B. Hunt, editor Newark Daily Advertiser.
Governor Bullock, of Massachusetts, being unable to

attend that Slate was repreten led by the following
named gentlemenGeneral commanding, Adjutant
General Cunoiugbam; General W. R. Lee, Brigadier
General Palfrey and Brigadier General W. S. King, all of
wbom were In the battle of Antieum.
One of ibe cars was engaged exclusively by the Governorof New Jersey, who bas Governor Penion, of

Now York, for bia guest.
Governor 3wenn invited sll the Governors to shsre in

his hospitality on board of his car, end extended to
t em all an earnest invitation to visit him st the seat of
MVtraiMll

Montgomery Blair, Maior General* McMahon, A. A.;
D.iryea, Gregory and Torbett; W. Pieecott Smith
ai d other prominent gentlemen were on board.

I be military formed in lino near tbe remetofy gate
and proarnied arma while the freeident of the United
Btatee and other inrited geema panted into tbe enclosure
amid the .repeated cheer* of tbe nriUitade, the band
playing in the meantime patriotic air*.
Tbe encloanre waa not reecried until nearly two

o'clock, and by that Ume tea thouwad person* were
already on tbe ground. A large number of ladlee were
preaent upon an extenaire platform prepared for them.

iiu tu«- *p*n»tra - and were i in i'rveident of Ibe
In led Mat'*, the member* of hi* Cabinet, the reprerentalvet of rnreign government*, and the Governors of
Hate* who bare already been mentioned, together with
trovemwre Cnamberiaio. of tlame, Beremaa, of Went
\ rgma; Geary, of i'onnaylvania. and the other dietingnifbedg ic«ta.

'Hie imposing rereraoniee wore commenced by Gov.
eroorswann, of Maryland, wlio delivered a brief epeecb,
wtiicb was greeted witn loud oheere. Governor Swann
eatd:.

in.low Corrrnyiia*.Before proceeding with tbe
programme which ha* bean banded to me by tbe Com

mt ee of ArTantemen'e fit eeem appropriate that, aatha
.Trial or,ao ot ibe .State of Maryland, upon wboee noil

and with »bo*e hearty c (-operation this cemetery ha*
b.n lounded ( ahould extend a cordial welcome to bla
Esreiienrr, tbe I'm*.dent ot the United Stale*. and hie
Ca! in (, thu Governor* of our rlster Statea. and tba dt»tiuguihcil guest* who have oome to participate la tba
cercnionlr* of tbie moilinteresting oocaeioo. Daring
the ad i in stratlon of ray immediate predeem ear
Ibe uret appropriation waa made by tbo Mate
of Maryland toward establishing a burial place for tbe
dead wno fell upon the battle fleid or Aniieum. At a
euheeqoent period, the appropriation tbua made baring
he-oi lound Inadequate, upon tbe application of the commvoiouara hnreed with this trail a further eum waa

wriuad in r*spon*« to a communication mad* by me to
tb* legislature In this tioliaif. Maryland baring thus
don* her share in providing a banal place Tor tbaa*
brave and patriotic m*n. tbe co-operation of oar el«'*r
Metre waa invoked to lend tbelr aid In throwing around
tt a national intereel, and moat liberal contributions
bare been acrordtiigly made bv nearly all tb* States la
the removal "f their deed, tbe erection of monumenia
and in adding to tb* attractirenae* of tbl* beantlfnl
apot. The work, to far a* It baa pro.reaaod, Is now
before yon. Tbe flag wblcb fliata orer ne to-day la
tt* 0 ig cf our rolao Tbe award of battle baa been
abeavbed. The tramp of roatendiag armiee, tbe embitteredatrtfe of (atbar against rob and brother agamat
brother no longer reeounda within oar border*. Tba star
or tble treat republic la ags n in tba aacendant. la tba
calm sunshine of pea * w# are hera to mingla our tears
with the snrrlrors of tbe llluatrloui dead who have see
rdiced tbelr live* for tbeir country and are Bleeping upon
this field. Mar I not. In tbl* solemn boar, Invoke the
Interposition of Almighty God for a speedy restoration
r harmony and brotbetiy lovo throughout thle broad

land, and that north, Sooth, That and Want, laving
aide tba aoimoaiiiea of the past, wa may stand together

berealter, end In all future time, as one people, having
a otnoioa origin and boand togotber by a common
d*«tlny May thia Union be perpetual.Ns*t followed a prayer by tba Her. Hiram Hatleana,It It.. Of New Jersey.
Tne byma eompoaad by the Her. Edward Merer, of

Pennsylvania, waa then sung by lb* vast assemblage
Tl.era waa music by tbe bawd during the Interred. whirb
added much to the beauty aad imprrasiranees of tbe
MM.
rite corner won* of the monument was then laid la due

form according to the Masonic rues.
Pf.Governor Bradford then proceeded to deJIrer tbe

foil.twine oration .
Wa have met here to-day. my countrymen, on one of

the moei memorable of the battle tlelde of oar civil war,and we stand upon a etie ealecied f:»m tbe mtdft of it
a> an uprr«jo-ia * renting place foy those who have
laid down their lira# as a sacrifice to the causa of free
government »nd a national t n on. We bare route at
the listsacs 01 the tia»i<ea. to who in the subject ea
been mors *«r*'ivllv "mm tted, to dad .cat* hr seme
fi ih le and official nsgnydiae yn ih>« the anniversary of
the bruit*, tbe apo' MtWlected. htiiowrd a* it la airrady,wtto trerr Bill araaad It, >a tbe b«art of tb* cation fy

NEW YORK
unite in tbla rwiwr, the President or the United Stated,
Mitril memoer* ot hi* Cabinet, the Chief Juatice of
the United Slate*, member* of the naitonal legislature,
Governors or other dtaiingulahed representatives ofmoti
of the States a hoe* cit *en* formed the army of th*
Union. ba«e honor** na with their preaenca. meaning,
1 am anre, for tbemselves and thoee they represent, to
express by that pretence their enduring gratitude to trie
soldier*, living or d«d. who so nobly stood by them in
their dnrlteat hour of trial. With such * company
around ins, and this vast throng in i rout, I feel, as you
may well imagine, to the rullest extent, the responsibilityof the duly with which 1 have oeeu honored; an
honor for which I em doubtless chiefly indebted to ibe
accidental circumstance that 1 was, to tome extent, officiallyconnected with the initiation of the cemetery.so far
at least as the selection of Ita site wan concerned.' When,
directly alter th* bsSIbi of Autietam. an order waa laaued
by tbe Executive of Maryland returning than Its to the
officers and men of the Union army who bad so successfullyexpelled tbe invader from our State, the commandinggeneral of that army, to whom it waa transmuted,
responded to It in* farms that challenged our attention.
Expressing on behalf of tbe Army of the Potomac their
thanks for oar appreciation of tbolr achievement*, and
their hopes that no rebel army would again pollute onr

State, ha concluded by committing to us tbe remains of
their gallant comrade* who now rested beneath Its soil.
A commission so loucbingly contided to the people of
tho State, to say nothing or the duty otherwise incumbenten them, oontd never become with them a subject
of indifference or neglect, and at the first mooting,
therefore, of their representative* in the General Assent-
bly in January, iSb4, an .act «u passed authorizing the
purchase of a part of the battle fleld for the reception of
iU dead, and an appropriation of $5,000 placed at the
command of the Governor for that purpose. Directly
thereafter ha viailed the ground, examined it* and
after consultation with prominent cit zona, selected
this spot, embracing in Its view the most
interesting points of the fleld of battle, an
tho proper site for tho proposed cemetery.
Subsequent legislation increased the .State'* appropriationto $15,000; trustees were appointed to superintend
the work; other Stales came generously forward to participateIn the undertaking, and by their united efforts
it is hoped that the cemetery will become in time a

place worthy the noble purpose to which we to-day
devote it, and of the nation to whom the charge of it
should properly belong, lu recurring to the events
which, in connection with this day's proceedings,
seem to require e brief notice at our hands, it
is a subject of congratulation that we can survey
them at present from a standpoint which ought
to secure for them a calm and dispassionate consideration.those influences of passion or policy
which to some extent are almost inseparable from all
arcounta of military operations, prepared while the war
Itself is raging, are bappilv, it is to be hoped, at an end,
or if any still linger they should And no place on surh au
occasion as this. Yet in reviewing the details of the
sanguinary conflict to which we are abont to refer, we
And some dilllculty, with all the assistance that establishedpeace and the lapse of time have furnished, to fix
with proper historical accuracy some of the facts Immediatelyconnected wftb ft, more especially of tbe precise
force of the Confederate army in that action.
The nninber of the Union army engaged therein,
computed as it has been not only from ofllcial records,but tbeee records, made up after ample lime had
lapsed ior me correction 01 errors, tnar oo considered

as authentically established. It comprised 87,1M
men of all arms. In regard to the Confederate force,
the accounts are more conflicting. The Union commander,in estimating it at upward of 97.000 men, basing his
estimate on all ihe information received from prisoners,
deserters and refugees, has probably overstated the
number, while, on the other hand, our knowledge of the
sizo of that army shortly before it crossed Into Maryland
would warrant ns in saving that the straggling to which
its commanders chiefly ascribe its subsequent rednotion,
must have exceeded all straggling ever known
In the history of armies, If, when it reached Antletatn.
it numbered only forty thousand men. General I^ee, I
believe, in a report prepared by bim a few days after
the action, does say that he went Into it with only that
number, Dut in the reckoning he must undoubtedly
have excluded the three divisions which, under A. P.
Hill, M'-Laws and Walker, he had several days before
de1 ached to different points to aid in the investment of
Harper's ferry, and had not returned at the commencementof the action on the evening of the 18lb,
but came in most opportunely to his support before
its conclusion on the following day. This inference
is rendered certain by other Southern accounts of the
number engaged. Confederate historians and newspapersin those days, however, noder certain circumstances,they might at limes have attempted to deceive
us by an inflated aocount of their military power, were
hv no mesne given to such an exaggeration when the
battle was over and they were summing up its incidents,
yet a leading newspaper at Richmond, professing to give,
tour days afterward, authentic particulars of the battle,declared that it was opened en the 16th of September
with all their available force, "sixty thousand
strong." A later, aad, looking to the means of
information enjoyed, probably a still more reliableauthority, a Confederal# historian who
has published a "Southern History of the War,''in describing the bettla of Antletam, states that for half
the day it wee fought on the Confederate side with "a
force of 46,000," and for the remaining half, "with no
more than an aggregate of 70,000 men." 1 think, therefore,that the discrepancies in the Confederate accounts
Of their force have been the mult of the different periodsof the action to which they hare severally
rererroa, Rome having regard to the time that preceded
the arrival of their dtv Istons from the neighborhood or
the ferry, and others Including these division* in their
statements. Ail things, therefore, considered, and
allowing for that portion of oar force that could not
take pert In the action, there renld not have been
mnoh difference in the effective strength of the two
armies: but if such a difference did exist, and in favor
of the union army. It Was more than compensated to
the Confederates, not only by their choice or positionbut by other intluenoes, which Justice to all ooncerned
requires us now to consider. It may be eonfld'ntly
affirmed tbat at no time during the progress of the rebelliondid the loyal bean of the country doubt Us
ultimate fesuh; yet It is equally certain tbat there were
seasons when It quivered with emotion ae it
contemplated the results of particular campaigns,
or deepalred for a moment at the partial failureof long cherished expeditions. At no period of
the war were such feelings more rire than during the
summer of 1802. In tbe early spring of tbat year the
Peninsula expedition bad set fortb, aod the people of
tbe loyal (Hates looked with aaxious solicitude to Us
results and with earnest hopes tbat It would retrieve
tbe disasters of tbe preceding year and place the
rebel capital at our command. In every movement of
tbe army in that direction, in all Its marches, all lis
toils, its' victories and reverses, from Torktown to
Williamsburg, on the Cblckahominy, at Pair Oaks,
i.ainsa' Mill, Malvern, and on the James, it never
took a step to front or rear that It did not carry with it
by an inseparable sympathy the throbbing heart
of the people. So high-wrought bad become the
popular faeiing In this connection, that the slightest
indication of success or dereat in the movements of tbat
army exerted, for a time at least, an influenoe on tbe
public mind entirely disproportioned to any Intrinsic Importanceattaching to It. It was Just wbsn this excitementof the public pulse was at its height, after witnessingthe heroic struggles of that army for ao many weeks,
with hopes and fears alternately predominating, that wo
were suddenly startled by tbe information that transports
were conveying It beck to the neighborhood of Washing,
ton. The people did not pause to consider whether or
how far ulterior object* Justified that movement, they
saw only la It the coniasslao that for tbe present Richmondwas beyond our reach. Incidents connected with
It revealed to them also tbe fact.tarmiees in regard to
which bad alrtauy disturbed ibetu.tbat there was an
unfortunate difference of opinion between the commandinggeneral of tbat army and tbe powers that controlled
bis movements. The relactance with wi.ich be yielded
to the peremptory orders for the change of his base of
operations soon became known and excited criticisms
unavoidably injurious In their tendency. Our
friends did not care to Inquire, and certainly
1 shall enter into no aurn inquiry to-dny.
who was right or who was wrong; it was enough
and bad enough to know tbat the harmony which bad
once marked our military coancila and given place to
Ill-concealed murmnnags and m egivtngs. In thla
moody condition of tbe publio mind the Army of tbe
Potomac, necessarily to toons extent influenced by the
same circnmelaacea, its ranks thinned by ths casual,
ties of a aeries of bard focghi battles, and enervated
by the climatic Influence* of the Peninsula, reached
Aqula Creek and Alexandria in the la-t week of August.
The occurrences which there awaited It were scarcely
of a character to make amend* for recent dissppoiatments,or to restore tbat well poised public
confidence which «u becoming dangerously disturbed.About two months before ibis period the
authorities at Washington gathering up tbe national
lorcm wbich bad been operating under several commandersIn the Valley and other parte of Northern
Virginia, bad massed and reorganized them nnder the
name of the Army of Virginia, and placed them nnder
command of Major General Pope who bad been called
from a Weoiern department for the purpose. Amorning
that command be commenced active military operation*
about the middle of July. His proclamation on that
ocean,on rang out en cheerily and confldanily In tone
that the public pricked up It* eer and, readily
forbearing any mtictam of atyle, accepted the aubatanceax an aariranee of a more rtgomoa policy than
bad before prevailed, and aa foreshadowing a ayatem
or tart Ira which, even if we failed before Richmond,would compensate on with miroeee elaewhere. But on
thia line. toe. dtoappolntmenta awaited ua. all tha keener
fhr the expectation* they excited. Our 4rnt reverse occurredat Cedar Mountain on the 9tb of Auguat. whan
the corpe commanded by General Baaaa, arrayed ontupporiedagamat three division* of the rebel army
under Jackson, Ewell end Hill, moat advantageously
p.,-ted arter accomplishing all that heroic men could
agalnat ovorwhatmiag odd*, wax forced beck with aerere
loss The withdrawal Wmnlianeoualy wub ibia action
of lb# Army of tbe Potomac from the James
river enabled Lee lo move a large portion
of bl* command lo tbe xnpport of 'Jackaon, who
waa now in front of Pope, and compelled ibe latter to
commence a retrograde movement, which continued
from point to point nntil be reached the district line.
During nil tbe Inal week of Augnst Pope'* army
waa knpt In a moat rontinnoua action, leaving I'tUe
or ho time for refreshment or reet, engaged
thna every day, although now aupported In aome
exient hy part of tbe amy now arriving from tbe
Peioaola, displaying conapirnean gallantry, and
at inning the mast borate powers of endurance, they
were nevertheJaaa gradually farced bock by Loo's
army, the greater pert of which bad now arrived
from Nicbmowd, entil after n last ineflectus l effbn on
the old battla held <4 Ball rwa, In wblcb fell that
beau ideal of a Midler, tbe gallant Kearney, faint an d
footsore. On tbe 3d of Atptember Ibev fell hack
wilhla tha forhflcatiasM of Waablngtea. You will not.I am rare, so fer misunderstand me aa to suppoae that
in referring this briefly to the campaign of General Pope1 hsvo any design ro criticise It. I disclaim a* well anyxach power at such a purpose Whether It failed
ibrontb bis tan It or tbat of of bora, or without fault
anywher*. are question* requiring far more skill In
mtltiary manrueraa as well as more accurate
knowledge of furta than f pretend to leases* Nor
i# tbe nu«e »f the failure at ail maierial as regards
it# mii'ienc*. I advert to It lo connection
Itnplv as one of tbooe unfortunate antecedent* Immediatelypreceding the march of I*e Into Maryland,
which was cakwiated to exert a depresaiag tof oence aa
wen open the public mind as on the spirit* of the srmy,
on oh,ct> s'oue «a sew depended to oppose bie passage.

HERALD. "WEDNESDAY,
That army waa to be composed of what remained of those
two once formidable organizations, the Army of the Potomacand ibe Army of Virginia, coneiiiuted each of
them of material better than winch the world
never saw, bm returning simultaneously from
the fields of the>r recent operations with such
heavy loa-ea, mo jaded and war worn. so
keenly sensitive, as we may well suppose. to the
disappointment* the couutry might feel in the liopea
formed of their achievements, that in the new and tormidableinvasion they were now so suddenly called on 10
repel, nothing but the sternest sense of patriotic d« ty and
the moat delermiued devotion to the great cause for
which they had already sacrificed so much, could have
possibly sustained them. In that trying hour the first
provision to be made was for the reorganizationof these shattered armies and the selection of a
ooramaader who could accomplish it aud then
lead the united host. tfbstevsr doubt ths
government authorities or any part of them might
then or since have entertained of the military abilitiesof General McClellan, there were few then and probablystill fewer to-day, who in the exigency then existlagwould question the wisdom of the order tbst committedto him this command. His servloes in a like
capacity and under circumstances so strikinglysimilar that ths coincidence is worthy of note, must
have been fresh in the recollection of both gorernmeutand people. At the time of our earfiesi great disaster,
the first battle ol Bull Run, he was conducting active
operations in Western Virginia, and the very dayafter that unfortunate affair a telegram from the
President directing him to turn over his command
to mother, summoned him to Washington. Placed
there by the President's order in chiet command, ho
waa in less than s week after that reverse bringing order
out or the confusion which for a while prevailed. Now,
other disasters culminating on the same unfortunate
Held, demanded again the services of a soldier who, possessingthe skill to reorganize our broken columns, rould
so command their confidence as lo inspire thorn with
the enthusiasm necessary to forget disaster. That the
administration, without any disparagement to other
distinguished leaders, rboto the right man for such an
emergency, few, 1 repeat, will at this day venture to
douy. But little lime roniained for preparation. Lee and
his army, exhilarated at the thought that their long beleagueredcapital was at length relieved, encouraged by
their recent successes near Manassas, and stimulated by
the prospect of the rich supplies which here and along
tho fertile Cumberland Valley awaited their approach,
had, by rapid marching, within four daya after Pope's
army retired within the Washington intrenchments,
crossed the Potomac and encamped around Frederick
city. McClellan, reorganizing as be man-bed, set forth
to intercept him; embarrassed all the time by the donhts
which enveloped Lee's designs: hilly alive to the various
vital interests involved in them; compelled, for the
time to turn his back upon Washington, and yet well
aware and frequently reminded, after all, that might bo
Lee's objective point and his movements In other directionsmeant only a feint; with the capital of Pennsylvaniaand the emporium of Maryland both menaced by
the enemy, and the cit zena of each watching with
anxious concern McClellan's movements, with the natural
l4I)nrAh«nainn (hat tha saiima nf I. to maiwh minhf SA fas

uncover their several cities as to open tbe way to Lee's
approach, we may imagine to-day, though even now can
scarcely appreciate, the responsibilities of the I'nion commander,and understand some of tbe reasons for what,
in tbe nervous anxiety of that moment, might have
been considered by some as too tardy a pursuit. He
was, however, on the right track. Tbe van of his
army reached F/ederlck on the 12th of September,
Lee, with the greater part of bis command, having
left it two days before. Here, before following the
subsequent movements of these armies, allow me to
advert briefly to tbe reception that awaited tbem, respectively,on this new theatre of the war on tbe north of
the Potomac. Subsequently, in tbe course of Its progress,rebel raids and invasions wero matters of frequent
occurrence, aud came to be regarded by us as a thing of
course whenever our usual summer drought reduced the
river to a fordable condition. This, however, wag our
Orst hostile invasion, and on tbVt and otber accounts
was regarded by the people of the country, and especiallyof tbia Siate, with absorbing interval and anxiety.
The loyal cttizsns of tbs North had iieen taught to lielievethat the loyalty of Maryland bad, at best, but an
apocbryphal existence; that as a patriotic and spontaneousimpulse It was limited lo a few; while as regarded
tbe groat body of our people, it was but a pretended and
superficial display, induced chiefly by ibe preoencoof the
national force. So confident in tbe early stages of tbe
rebellion bad been (be appeals of our secessionists, so
exorbitant their claims to an assumed socIrI nod commercialimportance, and so clamorous their denunciationsof what tbsy denominated an odloua federal ban,
forcing tLe notion ol tbe people into a cbannel contrary
to tta natural inclination, tbat tnero seemed for a time
some excuee for such an opinion, and a few even of our
own cltltsns, who had not watcbed that strong patriotic
undsr current, on which a-, on a full mountain stream,
> masses 01 our people were irom me nrtl Dome onward,came sometime* themselves to tbe reluctant conclusionmat tbe outside estimate of our loyalty mignt
possibly tie true. General Lee, doubtless, confiding In
tbe same representations, only more highly exaggerated,chanced to select as favorable a moment tor
bimself as possible for putting these theories to the
test. To say nothing of tbe despondency already noticed,resulting from recent disappointments, a process
bad juat commenced better calculated than anything
tbat had occurred to awaken me people of tbe country
to a practical sense of tbe grim realities of war. The
President on the 1st of July having issued a call for
three hundred tbouaaad volunteers, followed it on tbe
4th ot August with an order for the draft of s like numberof militia; tbe preliminary details for that draft bad
been just completed and the enrolling officers sent
forth on their mission, as Lee made his appearancenorth of tbe Potomac. The order lor a
draft bad eometlilog startling in the ideas It suggested.No one who was subtect to tbe procers had ever
witnessed ita application. The country bad only a kind
of traditional knowledge of the character ol tbe proceeding.alltbe more exciting for Ita very vagueness. It
was in this condition of things that Lee oncamped bis
army about Frederick, and none know belter than hims.'lfbow to lake advantage of iL Appointing as the ProvostMarshal of thai city a former resident, wbo, having
nee been a person of some political Influence, had in tbe

early days or tbe rebellion attached himself to its fortunes,and observing tbe most scrupulous forbearance towardtbe citizens, he nest Issued 10 them a proclamation
very sentence of which was studiously adapted to

their supposed tastes and political sympathies, end
which, If tbe facta had corresponded with the suggestionsof Southern sympathizers anil Northern skeptics,
would have brought them In crowds to tbe Coniederate
standard. It expressed the deepest sympathy for me
"wrongs sod outrages" they had suffered; it reminded
them of the obligations that bound tbem to the South
by *-tbe strongest social, political and commercial
tiee;" it depicted tbe profound indignation of their
sister Slates at the spectacle lliev arc-entod of
"a conquered province;'' it appealod to their Stale
pride. Alluded to "(he military usurpations of
armed itrangera." the arreet and imprisonment
of their citizens, and 'the faithful and manly
protest" made agalnat such outrage* by a venerable and
Illustrious jurist, who, being a former ctti/.en of ibis
town, was known to be held by its inhabitants In bigb
respect and esteem. Then remiuding Ibem that the
people of Maryland possessed a spirit too lofty to submit
to eu< h a government, gave them 10 understand thai the
confederate army had come among them to aid them in
' throwing off this foreign yoke." aud all that was necessarywas thtir oo-operauon. Was there ever so lair an
opportunity for a semi-loyal, secession-loving people,
threatened with a federal draft, and awaiting only tbe
opportunity l> escape and throw themselves
Into tbe arms of their Southern friends?
How did they respond to Mils opportunity and these
eloquent appeals? A Con'ederate officer, who seems
to Lava accompanied the cipedit on, und has since
written an account of It, tells tbe store m a few words.
Confessing to the disnppoiutmsnt that awaited tbose
who expected the Marylauders to ruab to arms, hs
tell* us that, on ths contrary, "they rushed Into
their houses and slamniod their doors" "Tbe
rebels, 'says be, "were regarded not as friends, but
enemies; tbe inhabitants wan- I n on," and the generalsentiment was ." Walt, wearers of the gray, tbe
patriots in bine are com lag." When they did come
who that saw can ever forget; what heart tbat even
now does not throb tbs quicker as it remembers tbe
change rrom tbe dogged, moody, scowling sod stlfltd
condition In wbieh tbe presence of the Confederates
had for four days kept that people tortured, to the outburstof joyous, enthusiastic, exuberant and irrepressi

blaloyaltv that rung out from cellar to housetop as the
boys fo blue pressed on upon their roar. All along their
way, wherever they appeared, In the towns or among
the log cabins of the mountain, up went it,* national
banner; bid away, some of them, until this daymany.doubtless. Improv and for tbe occasion, and
exacting tribute, I darn any, of many adiscardedribbon and threadbare wrapper; (ninetimesfaded and soiled It mav have been
and utterly regardless of the proportions required by
army regulations, but every stripe and svsry star was
there, and, better still, every heart that beat beseem it
was overpowermgly full of tbe sacred cause of which It
was tbe symbol. Yet to this day with that aod every
other ordeal-and that was neither the first nor last.by
which Marylaod loyalty baa been tested, there are tlmm
wbo still make It tbe subject or an unsonerous sneer.
I am bappy, however, to believe that It never ccmoe
from that gallant host that ac< ompauied her sons to
the field, but usually from those whose well calculated
distance from tbe scene of conflict placed them as far
ont of the reach of Information as of danger. When
Lee evacuated Frederick on tbe 10th of September, directinghis course toward this county, he doui>(1e*a supposedtbnt tbe reticent policy end strategic manoeuvres
be had thus far ao successfully pursued would still bave
lie influence on McClellan'e movements, leaving him in
doubt aa to where the threatened blow would ultimately
fall; but by ene of those rare occurrences which eome
may call accident and others a sperlal Providence, there
fell into Met leilan'a band* ou the day of his arrive! at
rreueririi, copy 01 i*e * oruvr 01 marcn, aiiN ine uey
before be left thai city, tod negligently Itfl there by
of bit ofl.oera. Tliit told tbo whole nory of bin contentpittedmovement*, tnd poeeeim-d of ibtt Information t
new vigor wtt infmted ieio the Union hoot Directing
the corpe of Uetertl MaoeOeld toward I'leaaant Valley,
thtt It migbt If poaaible reach tod relieve Harper'* Ferry
before It tboold bo etpiurod by the fore* Deo had detailedfor tbat purpone. Mc< leiltn, wltb the main body
of tbo I'nlon army, moved forward toward tbo South
Mountain, on tbo track Leobimaeif bad taken. Tbo latter
having already patMd on toward Roonoboro' and Hageratown,hearing on tbo evening of lb* 13th that McClellaa
waa puablag an by tbo way of Turner'* Cap. and
nrpriaed no doubt at the no wonted vigor
end rapidity of bin present movements, farting,
too, tnet ualeee hie program could bo arroatod bin
own well concerted plana might ho fruitrated, aont back
Hill and Ixmgitreet, wltb tbo graator portion of tbotr
commands, to cbeek him at tbat niounlnlu pant Reachingit* crmt in edvnnoo of Ibo Colon army, it la «aay to
perceive bow even a emailer force than tbeee two leadera
than commanded could, with tho edvantago which tbrtr
poellinn aacurad. hold in check for a time our advancing
column itruegllng up it* caetern *lope. but our men,
though *ure to encounter a murderous fire from tho
ridges around tin m, were to« to bo long arrested In
their progreea. Pushing up the craggy ateop tbey
forced back *tep hv etep ibe Confederate rifleman,
who were aeealllag ihem from behind treea and atone
fence*, and a* tba laat ray* of the tatting (tin fell upon
the I'nlon hannor, It wea floating irtompbant on tbo
tnmmlt of tba ridge, It coat no. however, fifteen hundredof the flower of onr army. Including tba ekilfnl
and valiant fteieral Reno. wbe. with the advance
thrangbcut the day. was killed um befatt ite clow
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while reconnoftering iu front. The morning of the 16lb
dawned upon the Union arm/ the aole occupants of the
mountain, the Confederates harlot: retired during the
night, mid ilct'leliaa resuming hie march, halted that
alterhoonou the.east ttaok of the Antieiaui. The evening
was passed in assigning positions to his several corps,
posting bis tiaiterfoe, and making preparations lor crossingnext morning. I-ee having previously reached and
crossed the stream, hail secured the cboica of positions,
an advantage which be did not rail to improve. A telegramtroni President I.lncoln, dated at Washington about
the hour that McClellan reached the Aniteiara, conveyedto him tit# I'reaidanl's laat command, in Mr Lincoln'sotau earnest and eaoteutious at>le. It merely
aaid ."God bleaa you and all with you, destroy (he rebel
army if poaaibla." With this partiug benedictiou they
bivouacked that Bight on the aastern hauk of tha
stream. On the morning of the lllih the rebel batteries,occupying comiuauding positions on these variousheights upon this side of the creek, opened Are
upon our ranks, bat with bow little eflect may be inferredfrom the aoaount of General Hill, who, in a subsequentreport of the action, describes it aa tha "moat
melancholy fare* of the war," they being unable, as he
saye, to cope with the "Yankee guns." After some little
delay required to make an alteration of the position of
aome of the corps, General Hooker, who bad b ien intrustedwith the duty of turning the enemy's left flank,
crossed hie command by an upper ford, and not longafterward encountered the troops of General Hood, who,
in anilpatton of our movement, bad been traneferred
from the enemy's right wing to his lett, to strengthenthat part of bis line. It was nearly dark before the
troop* of Hooker and Hood met, and after a brief but
spirited molest. in wbicb the Pennsylvania Reserves,under General Meade, opened the action, tile Confederatead euro was forced baric, w n < n night intervening.the oouibatianut rested on their arms so
near together that It is taul eomo of the pickets of
the two ho** unconsciously intermingled. 1be bat'le
of the ilia opened at the dawu of dav on the
spot where the skirmish of tbo previous eveninghad closed each aids seems to bnve looped to tl>'s
point as the >ne to ba particularly s rcrgtlimed, snd as
though anticipating the tremendous singula o which it
was to be the centre. General Mansfield's corps.composedof l he two divisions of Generala Green and Williams.badcrossed over in the night and t «keu post
a mile to the rear of General Honker; while on the
< nnfuderate Hide General Jackson bad brought ono of
hie division? to the front, and milinltnlina uvn of hi*
brigades lor those of Hoo<l that had tsufl rod from the
engagement or the previous evening, placed the other.
the old Stonewall division.In reserve In tho
woods, on toe weet tide ol' the Hagareiown road. In
the whole hjscory of the battle ileitis of the rebellion. It
would lie perbapn difficult to find a spot which for an
entire day was assailed and defended with such porsevering,obstinate and concentrated valor an tb'* one
to which I now refer, embracing the ground on both
aides the road juhI mentioned, and in close proilmlty
to yonder little cburcb, that nesting now ao quietlyin the margin o the woods. From early dawn
till dark the conflict surged end swelled across
it in one continual tide, advanrldg and receding
aa reinforcements from tbe one side or the other
came to the support of tbeir comrades. It was opened
on our side wUb tbe three division! of Generals
Meade, Doubladay end Ricketts, forming General
Hooker's corps, who after an hour of (earful carnagesucceeded la driving beck Jackson's advanced
line. Before, however, tbeir exulting cheers had fairly
ceased they were themselves compelled to retire before
hie veteran reserves that now came lo his relief, supportedbv Hill's division aud Hood's refreshed brigades. The
corpe of Gen. Mansfield coming next to our support, roInforcedtbe shattered command of Hooker, and recoveringtbe ground that he bad lost, swept onward again to
tbe road and seized e corner of the woods beyond.
Again, however, our tenure was but temporary, both
our corps commanders had fallen, end veteran Manetield
and the intrepid Hooker, the one mortally the other
verv painfully wounded, and their commands fearfullythinned, were again forced to tall back. When
just aa they were retiring, two divisions of General Sumner'scorps coming fresh upon the field, hurled back
once more the rebel line, end held for a time definitive
poesesHion of the woods about the litile church. The
divisions of Generals Richardson and French falling in
about this time to the support of Sumner, pushed valiantlyto the iron', and the tide o! battle was once more
flooding in our favor, when. Just as victory seemed
wiilnn our grasp, two fresh Confederate divisions,
under Mclawe and Walker, tbe one juft arrived
from Harper's Ferry end tbe other detached from
their right wing, turned again for a time the fortunes of
tbe day, and once more drove back our tottering line
over that hurd fonght Held. Two other of our division
commanders bad been now loat to os, tbe lamented
RichHrdson and tbe beroic General Sedgwick, the formerfalling mortally wounded, and the latter, though
pounded several times, still struggling to keep the field,
To «Dd fro ihe content be I bow swayed for seven hours
It we* afternoon, end the combatants stood, ee It
were, at bay, each apparently confident of their
power to defend, but doubtrul of tbeir
ability to assail. Now, most opportunely, apfieeredanother auxiliary on the scene, end we may
magine tho tumultuous )oy that reanimated our
exhausted troops as, turningftheir eye* toward* yonder
creek, ibev beheld two divisions of (ieneral Franklin's
corps, freshly arrived from Pleasant Valley, and hasteningforward to their support Under their'gallant leaders,Murom and Smith, they swept onward in a resistlesscharge. Running, and cheering as they ran, they
dashed serosa that downtrodden cornfield, cleared the
wo d'of their Confederate occupants, and at last held
final porseeeion of Ihe ground so often lord and won.
I'qtil

NigM her course begsa end over Heaven
Iiitlu -lng darkness. sreleful trine liipiOked
And silence on ihe edlous din of war.

On the extreme left of our line the Ninth army corps,
under General Uurnsid*. occupied, during lb* forenoon,
the left bank of the Anlielam, near the lower bridge,
waiting a ravorabl* opportunity for forcing a passage.
The preci pilous character ot the banks ot the creek at
that point, and the advantageous pose 1011s secured by
the enemy's batteries along these heights to the west
of it. positioned. It would seem, that opportunlry until
about one o'clock; bat at that hour a gallant charge of
the Fifty-first New York and Fifty-flret Pennsylvaniaregiments carried tho bridge, and, crossingby that and a neighboring ford, the whole
corps crossed over. Afterward, assailing yonder
heights, from which a rebel battery bad been pouring
upon tbem a constant and destructive fire, w hich succeededin dislodging tbe enemy, and It « said, that
some of their assailing force nearly reached the village; bat here, as on our right, victory seemed to vibrate.A. P. Hill, with hie division, by a rapid march
from Harpers* Ferry, which they left that morning,
reached the ground in tbe afternoon, and loining bis
command to the rebel right wing, their united effort*
drove back our troops from their advanced position; but
rallying with spirit and Rupportedby our batt'Ties on the
eastern bank of tbe creek, they, after desperate fighting.in which General It ultimo oue of their division
commanders, fell mortally wounded, wen- enabled still
to maintain their stand upon its western shore, while
the reliel* fell berk to the heights as darkness closed the
day. [Tbe bridge ha- been known in ihe> neighborhood
ever since tbe bet lie as tbe Bucnside bridge, which
ram*, for its pastoral as well as patriotic significance, It
will probably reiain forevsr. J Tbns ended only for went
of llsht to pursue It further a battle that bad raged
tor nesriy louneeu nours, ana wmcn, oevona aouoi,
was the flarcest and bloodiest of tbe war. Twelve
Ihouaaad of our dead and wounded warriors, and
at least as many more 01 the enemy, lay stretched
upon the fleld. I have, of course, not ventured to attemptmore than the raereat outline of gome of tbe moet
prominent points of tbe sdlon. To note the movements
of th<-various divisions, brigades and regiments, their
marches, irmnu-avre and combination*, an<h the names
of the officers who led them, even If I poeseaied the Informationnece-eary for ih* purpose, and that would Insurema aralnst doing injustice to any. would fhr asceedthe limitspermuted to aecb an addrsea. I ahoeld
rejoice to be able to refer by nam* to every
man who that day did hla duly, from the
Oeneral In-Chief to (he humblest subordinate In
the ranks; but I have tbe satisfaction of knowing
that they are all registered elaewbere, and that neither
their names n»r d»< ds are dependent on this ephemeral
record Viewing these bills and valleva as wa do to-day
In the full Inxnrtanco of their autumnal beauty, restored
by tbe indnmiiabie *nergv|of their thrifty population to
the condition they prreented before hostile armies selectedIbem a* tbe theatre of tbelr contest, end thon calling
up to memory or imagination tha spectacle they eihlbltedwhen that ontest closed and tbe harveat of death
lay brafied <n horrid swaths all over their undulating
surface, and how impressive, almost appalling Is the
ens* 01 the destruction which a faw brief hours had
acrompl shed. The day before the battle this region,
on* of the most beautiful and productive of the State in
its orchards and meadows, corn fields and pasture*,
woodlands and water coareas, preaented

A happy rural aaal of various view,
that filled tha ays of tha visitor with delight, Inferior
only to that or the happy husbandmen, its owner*.
They, thus fhr knowing little of war aave by its diataat
echoes, awoke on the morning of the 17th of September,IW. to all its dread realities

(fork to that mar whom swift and deafening paala
lu roiintleaa eebnea through tbe mountains ring,
how wells the intermingling din.the jar,
Km unent and friabtfdl, of the bursting boom
11,e Mint* tree the shrlci. !h«ti-i about,
11.,» <e .»ele»s clanger and the rush of men
Inebriate with rage, f-otid and more loud
Tb# db cord grows, till pal* Death shnta tbe scene,
An l o'er the conqueror and the conquered draws
Ills eold end bloody shroud.

Ret let no paaa from thle melancholy retrospect to
itin norv «pi uwiuni vuutrui(nauva ui idv inirvw «"»

the valiant dond that It* h*r* now at rent around u*
Th* poatbuoioaa boaon r*ad«rtd to departed patriots
an mmmrndrd to ua by lbo trample of tba noblaat
na'lnn« of antiquity, and ar* prom plod by tboa* lmpul«<-of tba banian baart which ta all ago* aaak to
perpetuate *ome neord or maintseoaee of tba food
and tba bravo In tb* boot days of Ui* republic*
nt old tboaa mortaary observances wara far naoro
froqueot and impraaalra than In modora tlmon;
tbay only embalmed I no bodiaa of tbotr
warro-s nnd statesmen. bat ihatr (antral caratnonla*.tba aoloflaa pronounced orer tham, and tba monnnaaniaerected to Uiotr mamory wara r*co*ni**d as of
national obligation. Tbalr axploita wan chronicled nnd
elaborated by tba poata nod orators of thatr nation, nad
hart hatn handed down to tba pnoaa* day aa a olaaalc
th-me an which th* yontbful mind atlll dollfhM to
dwell It wan * custom with tba Albanian* to appoint
erary y**r a Us* for tbo oboarranc* of aolamn rootMlrltaa ovar tb* rotnoina of tbotr bono* who bod Mien
during tba yonr; tbalr bonoo Won collected tofathar, tbalr
frteoda won tnrltod to ba nraoaot, thalr ramafno war*
dworond no the fancy or affirm lon of tboaa friends might
tofgaaf. and aftor thrao daya tboa amployad thane remnant*of mortality wars oarrtad In solemn funereal pomp
to a public taaapta prepared for tbalr racoptloo. Nor were
tbay forgoMan whane mouldering form* It hasTbeen lmpoarib'rto rararar; for tbam or In memory of tham an
empty b'ar, »ba moat rregoon* in tbo pronmion, waaaa
penally dedicated, and a sepulchre, situated la tba costliestsuburb of tba rlty, received the somptuoaa
coffin*, th* empty and the full. We bare aa
yat ratehliahad no micb national annlvaraarla*.
nor prov aad any anch roryeou* pourantry; no
atortad urn or ryprroa coffin may conta'n tb# remain*of onr soldier doed; many of tbam daubtlaaa
bars never yot born gathered within any rarogn aad
cemetery, and atlll ocrnpy tba abaliow grave on tb*
margin of the hettlaSoid or noar soma hospital site,
tfeatr iact raotiog piece probably altogether namarbad,
ar. If marked at ail, only by o ronob atoko, and acta-
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aionally a few rude letters; but whate.er !> it* eondiitou.or wherever it may he, on the hanks of the Mississippior among the mountains of Peyusyivama, u
the moras.*** of the Chickahomipy or in this quiet and
well ordered cemetery, Greece nor Kutuu. in
their palmiest days, ever oSered up costlier
sacrifice.* in the cauee of huu.au freedom than
"the hearts once piegnaul with celestial Ore
which tnuse rude eepulcbree entomb. In am-ient times
it was undoubtedly true, espec.ully a" regarded the
honors U> living men.and probably no age may be
altogether exempt from the imputation.thai in the
costly utatuee erected to, and the taunihrent ovation*
showered upon, the successful soldier or accomplished
tateamau, there larked not uufrequcntly some personal
consideration mingling with the motivee that suKgostcd
tbem. Sometimes it wait fear thet prompted the
timid thus to propitiate the wrath of the powenuLSometimes it was a servile adulation, thai
in the time-serving sought by inch means to securea recompense, in the shape of other honors
or emolument.* to lie reciprocated. It was doubtless
the kuowledg* of such corruptions, and an appreciationof the motives thai should always control such tnemorals, that prompted Cato, when once asked by a friend
whv no statues had been erected to him while Kotos
woe crowded with so mauy other*, to reply as he did,that he hud much rather his country men anould inquirewhy be bad no statues than why he had any ; but the
character and circura-taueus of the honors we are here
to render to our patriot dead not ouly vindicate
their motive. but tu that motive itself in
found the very germ of the honor we would
confer. Lot statues or monument* to the living or
the dead tower ever so high, the true honor after all
Is not In the polished tablet or tow ring column, but
iu thai pure, spontaneous aDd unatleocd gratitude
and devotion ol the people thut enshrines the memoryof the honored one in the heart, no! iran-mits It
fr .in At/A to Ai/*i lonir aftwr aiitnh

have disappeared. ili« only buuor accorded to
kldtlades, tbo treat deliverer of Athens, was to tie
represented In a pietnre painted by order of its citizensat the tiead of the other nine commanders of
the herein: ten thousand, auimatiug Lu tollowera to
ttie al.uck of the hostile forco which outnumbered
them ten to oiie; and yol that simple painting, preservedin the allectious of succeeding generations,
existed lor centuries thereafter, while the three hundredslaliiea whieh, In a later and corrupter age, were
selected by the same people in honor oi Demetrius,
wore alt demolished, even In his lifetime. Ilia* in our
In art would we enshrine iho lusinorv of the I'mun soldiergeneralIour yet unborn shall r. count to their oil'
spring the history of their valor, aud long utter brass
and marhlo have crumbled into dust Mull tl eir names ho
preserved as the men who perished lo perpetuate what
their fathers bad so struggled lo establish, this
heaven appointed government of popular freedom.
A sepulchre, as 1 have said, was formerly prepared
for mo heroes of ancient (Ireeco in the ihom conspicuous
suburb of their cities; this custom, however, had one
memorable exception, and for which this day's solemnitieson the tlold 01 Antietam furnish an appropriate parallel.Such was the extraordinary valor displayed by
those who fell lighting against the Persian host en the
memorable battle Held of tfarathou, that the Athenians
determined that thair sepulchre should lie separated and
distinguisuod front those of their other heroes. The
most honorable distinction they could suvgest was to
bury them on the Held where they bad fallen; and thus
this little marshy plain, iminortahxed by this battle
of more than two thousand years ago, was polotod out
to succeeding a-'ca by the lofty mound, around wblcn
many a tourist has since lingered, aud which to this daymarks tho spot where the Athenian heroes fell. Day
not imagination, as It seeks to portray the future of
this great American republic, without any overstrainingof its powers, see the coming time.distant it
possibly may be, but none the less desirable or r-ertaiu.whenber sons from every i-tate shall sent
this little batulot for its hallowed m morics of the
past, and comiDg from the (Nrutb as wen a- iho North,
reunited in fact us well as theory, iu affection as well
as formal ly, shall £land here together as pilgrims at
a common shrine, and forgetting the feuds of
tbo past, save only the mighty powers which
their results dcvelo|>od, mutually admit, as they appealto the records of this Held, tbat Ihov huve sprungfrom the saute stock, are united in the same de-tiny,entitled to the same respect, and animated by the
same heroic and patriotic Impulses. This day, tny
countrymen.the 17lb of September.happens to lo
the anniversary of another event in our poiiihal history.Not ess memorable tbau the one which
to day more particularly engages our nit: ntion, in
some respects it is so iotimately connected with
the considerations which the occasion suggeus that it is
acarcelv nr,,ner it should lias* without notii-a it ua.

upon this day, eighty yearn ago. tiiat the repieaentativi.rf
or our ancestors, with Wsshingtou at I heir Mead, after
four months' deliberation, adopted ttie federal cntmitutlon.anInstrument so remarkable for tbe circumstancos
that gave birth to it, for tbe wonderful prosperity wn ch
sprung from it, for the reverence with which, from generationto generation, it bae been banded down to us,
that there lias probably been no record ol a like rtmracterwhich has exerted so important au influence on the
history of a government or tbe rise and progress of
a people. Tbe political condition ol tho country at the
ttme of its adoption, in some of its aspects, was not
unlike tbe present. We bad just concluded a war upon
the issue of which depended the existence of the
nation. That war, combined with other circumstances,
had led to tne formation of parties so widely differing
in some or their theories of government that there
seemed but little hop* of constructing It upon any
plan on whicn the two extremes would ever unite.
Upon one side political leaders wsrs striving to establish
a strong and consolidated government. Ignoring
almost tne governments of the States; while on the
other were those who were for investing the
latter with ell substantial authority, and making tho
general government little mors than their general agent.
Tuese leaders.honest, doubtless, all of them, la tbelr
opinions.had by their coatlnual discussion and the widelydifferent views they promulgated, brought the country
to a critical condition and filled the minds of iu most reflectingpeople with rloos fears that tbe great results
of tbe war would bo swept away by thee# jarring elements.In consequence alone of these dissensions, and
the mutual Jealousies and suspicions they engendered,
four years elapsed after the close of the war before any
consent could be procured, either from Congress or
tbe Metes lor the assembling of a constitutional convention,and with tba acknowledged impeafcctlons or tbe
sxistlag Articles of Confederation, and amid the moet
disheartening embarrassments, tbe result chiefly of those
imperfections, tbe country staggered along as beet it
could without either an executive or Judicial department,
then at last there assembled that illustrious body of
statesman that framed tbe constitution under which we
live, they represented, undoubtedly, constituencies
maintaining such of tbo theories of government to which
1 have adverted: but, mindful of the condition of tbe
country, resolved, if possible, to rescue it, and with this
noblo purpose resisting the Impatient behests of
party, tbey renounced tbe ultraisms which distinguishedboth tbe consolidation end state right
schools, and provided a government wbicb so Judiciouslycombined tbe two principles, and so distinctly assignedte each iU proper sphere, that lbs moderate and
reflecting of all parties united in its support, and tba
Constitution received tbe unanimous ratification ot tbe
Statea. Alter tbe lapeo of three-quarters or e century, and
after it bad alevated us to a point of national importanea
and renown, which its moet ardent advocates could never
bave predicted, ite waa deal Inod to encounter its first
great trial. 1 am not about to recur to tbo btstorv of
the rebellion to tbo paeeiona that prompted Ita leader*,
or tbe meUpbjrileal plausibilities by which tbey aedeced
tbetr followera; but it waa only after tbe ibeortee to
wblch tbey bad been long attached bad been allied with
more aulMtantial and powerful Interest*, that they Tantaredto lay violent bands on that work of our fathers to
wbich tbey and all of ua bad ao often aworn allegiance.
How it resulted It la scarcely accessary to remind
you. Tbe people, though occasionally dillerlng
en questions of construction of doubtful clauses
of tbo Constitution, bad yet boon trained m
such habits of reverence for all its undisputedprovisions, that no section and no
party that ever ventured to aipress contrary sentiment*,
could, enleee blinded by Insane peeaion, have foreeean
augbt but ultimate ruin and annihilation; and although
the.late rebellion, by a compilation of various Interests,
Influence* end issue*, susumed llaelf Mr four years wjth
wonderful energy, end theath at tlsaea and to n limited
stent, there were lebefdiantolasiiee Invoked alapagalaoi

it, yet tbe greet original, abiding and ooaclMfre fores that
filled oar armies end fought our battles, was the reaeiute
purpose to stand by the oonnutntloa of oar fathers and
the Union it bed aetabUahod. Upon thin line wn noes
menced tbe war, and on this line, thank* to ear noble army
end their distinguished commander, wo fought it tot to
eigne) and complete trtamph. Bet now, when wn ted
safely paseed what for the Inst thirty years ted bnoo

k generally reasoned the greatest danger to too oonetHeltonand that and other recalls of the conII let ted filled
us with lbs highest hopes of the felure end given as ss
w* supposed the assurance of complete tranquility for
the present, euddcoly evil Influences are found still at
wsrk, sometime* In the sbap# of fsais, honest or simulated,of dangers in the future, sometimes prompted
by vindictive recenc ill letiooe of supposed InjuriesIn tbo past, more frequently then
either, perhaps. Instigated by old party leaders wbo play
upon tbeee rear* and memoriae with no other object tbao
Pi recover some old office or power they have lost, or to
retain others they have lately woo, until our osullatioa
at the results we have achieved I* arrested by oar appro
bentlon of evil* yet id come. Think not for e moment,
tny friends, that I am about U> desecrate the solsmaitie*
of aucli an occasion by any discosalon of the partisan
topics of ths day God forbid that tbo time sboald over
eome, or party llnsa he ever eo drawn, that a plea for
the constitution would he reckoned sea badge of party
fealty. Tbe only party in whose behalf 1 would this day
raise a vole.- >e the party of moderation and conciliation ;
the only party against which I would tbi* day warn you
Is msd# up of those ultras of all sides whose agitations
bavs contributed so largely to tba disasters of the pest,
and wblcb. if not arrested, mar be the forerunner of
other* squally deplorable in lbs future. Against such
agitation* would I therefore Invoke, and lake this an
an appropriate occasion of doing eo, the moderate,
disinterested, reflecting and natnotic people of the
country. It waa by this class, as I have already
said that the constitution woo created, and
It will be by ibis olaaa that It mast bo saved
If It still coataioa defec ts. If It is growlog obsolete, or

keeps not up with tbo progressive ideas of tbo ago,
amend It by the mean* which its own provisions prescribe,but whU* Ills still Bonnowlodgod as our organic
law. and we dally swear » it aUagtaaoo, let it be la all
our political roatreveraas tbe empire wboe* decrees
ball be final. <>>me the peril to It whence II may, from
fteie right* or mn»otidstu»n, lot me «s thin, tbo anniversaryof :ta adoption, in the name of the men who

ii hv iha memow of tbe men who bevo died far
It. upon till* »pot wbrre blood hi* Ihmh eo profusely
bed || it* nebalf. epi>eet to yen 10 pruaerre, |>f"teci
oil tleiend ft.
Many of tho peaaafee of the oration were apntanded,
id M tho orator took b* *"el tbero wor* load and repeatedenea for Uovernor Ueary, mingled witb call- for
President Johneon.
The band *tr irk up a fonerel dirge, and Ilia oalla for

Governor C'trr repeater, when Ooremor dwann Mid .
flwawili-l bare the programme which tiaa boon

handed to ma by your Committee of Arraneemenu
which they iteairg to t<* arrlad out. after it hoe been
completed eno ma? hare an opportunity to bear enraa
of our diMim'ii«hed gneete la tbo order of ogorcurb a

poem will m>w be read.
The fitter .a i for Oorertor Geary wae than renewed.

The muiulode determined to have a epee. i. from him
it ia«t wevtmor irerj epprea<'bed tbe front of Uie

3
w .' r

maud, and was greeted with ioog coutiD led applause,
Governor Geary mod .

Kkikm'h Aau Fbmxow Cmssxa.Will you do me one
favorr (Voices, 'Certainly!") I'leane let the programmebe completed, and then I will be glad to
pear in front of Ibe ataud and nay a few words to
you. 1 ibank you for your kinknnss, and bope you
will preserve order and decorum until the programme
is complete, wlieo eevermi or ttte Governors will do
glal io addrese you. (Applause.) The Governor woo
applauded an he retired.

lb« programme wa* proceeded with, end the poem of
Clur*oco K. Uuhler, of New York, was read by Hon. G.
K t'raiiuier. Commissioner from Western Virginia.
tiovernor *wanu then introduced l're«ident Johnson to

the assembly, who, advam lng to the front of the plalIform.was greeted witn anplauae. Ke paid
mt fsu.ow Cocnthksk*In appearing before you it

Is not for the purpoee of making any lengthy remark*,but simply to eiprosa my appoobelton of the ceremo|me* which have takeu place to-day. My appearance oa
this occasion will he the speech that I will
make ; my retlectlonaand my meditation* will
be In ailent communion with the dead,whoa- deeds we are here to commem morale.
I abail not aiternpi to give utterance to the leelmgs and
emotious inspired by the addreasee and prayere which
have heeu male and the bvmna which have been eung.I shall attempt no auch thing. I ain merely here to
give my oountenauee and aid to the ceremonies on thin
occasion; but I must be permuted to express uiy hope
that we uiav follow the example which has been so
eloqueutly alluded to ibis afternoon, und which
has been so clearly set by the illustrious
dead. When we look on your battle held, aud think
of the bravo men on both sides who fell in
the llcrce struggle of battle, and who sleep silent
in their graves.yes, who sleep iu silence and
peace after the earnesi conflict has e«a-e<1, would
to tlod we of the living could imitau- tbem
example, as they lay sleeping In peace in their tombs'
und live together in friendship and peace. (Applause.)
You, mv fellow citizens, have tuy oarncst wishes, as
you have had my efforts, iu times gone by, iu the earliestand most trying perils, to preserve the union ot
these Stales, to re lore |>oace and harmony to our distractedand divided country, and you shall have iny last
otloru in vindication or the flag of the republic and of
the constitution of our 'others. (Applause.)
The benediction was then prononucefl, when the

President, Cabinet oitlcurs. Governor tiwauu and others
lelt the platform.
Colonel J. M Moore and his assistants formed the military,who escorted the I'rosident and party to the cars

at Reedysvllle, which place they left at ten minutes to
seven o'clock for Washington and Baltimore.

Calls wete renewed for Governor deary, by the crowd
which'constituted a meeting independent of the regularartauymn tils by the authorities of the State, and the
Hoard of Managers of the Antietam National Cemetery.
Governor Geary, being imputiently und vociferoualycalled for, cante forward, saying:.
Fkliow Citizen*.Alter all you have heard to-day I

bad supposed you would want nothing more. The programmeopened and concluded with prayer. Those who
have watted must come iu at the last hour. But, my
friends, we still have a place In the hearts of the people.(Applause.) When you come to Pennsylvania
we will let everybody speak; we want to hear.
Thank* to Almighty God for flis preservation and
care of the country, we have no gag. (Applause.)
we have no programmes for this purpose.(renewed
applause); we have no gag on our performance*. But 1
ain not It' re to -aty anything on that subject. The oratorof lite day ha* presented to you Ilia history of the
great battle which are now seeking lo commemorate
in the dedication of this cemelery, and the location of
the monument in houor ot the heroic dead
who, In the language of the learned
Lincoln.(nppluusc)."died that the government of the
people, established by and for the people, should not
permh Irotn earlh." The battle (Antietam) was fought
under circumstances of the greatest depression, when
public cotiiideuce was lust, and the Army of the Potomac
hud been greatly diminished by the disastrous campaign
on the I'onm-ula and in Rastern Virginia, ana the iossof
twelve ihou.-aud men at the shameful surrender at Harpers Kerry. (Applause.) In Lee's coming to fl. nt the battle
of Aiilletam. We hod, tbereloro, the prestige of his
victories to begin with. (A voice."Thai's so.") To
appreciuie the victory here we must rovlew events by
th<- most liberal logic known to nnlnary ethics. While
tbe Army of the Potomac had lout more men than tbe
reticle, ar.urcliug to tbe authority of tbe latter, lee
wait obliged to lice from the held,acknowledgedhimself vanquished, and a true and
hearty victory resulted to tbe Union army.
My fellow citizens. 1 do not tnteud to detain yon long
here. (Cries of ' Go on.' ) 1 feel it improper for me to
lot the occaslou go past without placing on record tha
honored regiment* ot Pennsylvania who fought here.
(Cries ol 'Hurrah lor Pennsylvania;" "Go on.") I
proudly place on record these regiment* of
my native Slate, and claim for her a
full share of the honor ol the victory at
Aniieiatn. (Cheers) The Governor then recapltulatad
the miin.«ra of the various Pennsylvania legunenta, remarkingby way of summary, five rectments of cavalry,
six oailories of artillery, and tlfty regiments of infantry
from the Keystone State. In ine halite of Antletarn.He said: "From the record* 1 have
drawn the facts, 1 tied them replete with
the splendid achievements of these men, and
while 1 earnestly claim or Pennsylvania all tha
honor she lias won. 1 say it was here,"a* always with
Ihti greet Stale when she presented her fufl sireuglh of
members, she carried the government to a glorious vietorv.1 would nut detract in the ieasl from the glory
and honor ol' the other Slates; I would not depr.vn them
of one parlide of glory of their tnoiw on mis battle
field. It was one sacred flow of blood iu crimson
stain at Autietam. Not to any particu'ar iroope
the soldiers of the country won this victory, and we are
Indebted for It to Maine, New York, Ohio. Maryland,
Wisconsin, Iowa, and othor Suites for the victory, and
whose sons perished on tbe field. They are as dear to us
and are cherished aa kindly as oar own. Tbe sons of all
died this soil with their blood, and when the day
dawned on tbe battle field here, it found Union dead ail
commingled on tha field of strife, and while tbe
sua continues to rise and set, and the dews distil
from Heaven, our children, and our cbtldrens'
children will come hither to worship at this shrine, and
they will recur to lb# patriotic dead bare, and to tho
memory of thoao wbo fought and fell to preserve the
union of tbe country and the rights ef men, the rights
of froemen in a preserved republic. (Applause.) 1 have
bean speaking repeatedly for the last two or tbreo days
and will ibereiore conclude my remarks There are
here Governor Kenton, Lieutenant Governor Cos, and
the Governor of Maine, whom I have no doubt you will
be glad to hoar. (Cries of "go on.") But Governor
Geary withdrew, after iutroduelag Governor Kenton, of
New York, wno spoke as follows:.
Km low* Cmsics*.I dislike to detain you even one

minute; but I hesitate to leave this place without sayinga few words. It Is not easy to find words to fully
and fitly express my feelings or that may be moat appropriatelyemployed In the name of my State, of whoso
sod* eight hundred sleep here. There are times when
human speech le too poor and weak to embody tho
emotions wbieh recollections of heroic deeds Inspire.
New York bad almost twenty-seven thousand man
Kara sitwvei Hiss daM i\t ntrifn and bKahI Ana.

eighth of them were killed end wounded. Bat
New York wee not eiooe here, nor were the
matileted cad deed alone from her renka; other*
came To-day, aa I come, the representatives of
the States united and tiring through the sacrtflem of
their fallee; alao whom the eetioe alike mourns, and
with flUing ceremony we dedicate the place where the
derotion and ralor leeplred of oar Chrietiea civilisation
blazed in the red line aroand theee bill* to go oat no
more while the pege of history ehell endure. The token
of our gratitude which we now prepare to plaee over
the duat that la henceforth acred, la the Index that In
the III eloquence of eilenoe ahall challenge the program
of mankind, the noblest thought of men ae to human
right, the utmoet aelf-daatal at the call of duty.
The grandest example of nati onal devotion of tba
atrong to tba weak characteristic of our great war, bera
taking Qrmer root, i-trengtbened tha trunk and extendedthe branches of the tree of freedom, and peace,
whose ripened I rait bang* walling for band* clear of all
nnrailhrulnem and Injustice the oppressed of all
lands, tolling and waiting for their barveal of freedom,
will evermore turn their face* to oer heroic struggle end
grew patient and strong. The etalssman, grappling the
problems which Impede the program af the people, baffledby arlflflbnesf. appalled by dime or disb*art nnd by
Indifflmnce, looxmg to theee heights above the clouds
that surround him shall see this pledge to liberty, and
work on; and if It shall be at any lime that wicked men
mem to deeiroy or disturb human program, reckoning
on the ignorance which naffer* or the pr*|udi<-« which
ban tha Iswtst afld most friendly: will not they at least
paass before the upraised band of an enfranchised people?True, w* are not free from national trials, but
mithfbl still to justice and liberty the result is not
doubtful, and oar Uvea alao m the lives of the men
whom deeds wa new celebrate will be sacred m they are

given to program of happtaea* and mankind.
Tba assembly than dlepareed.
dbout Ave thousand Union soldiers are burled m the

oemetery, from tba following StatesNew York, Indiana,Connecticut, Maryland, New Jersey, Illinois, Minnesota,Maine, Rhode Island. Pennsylvania. iiluo, WisconsinMichigan, Vermont, Delaware, West Virginia,
Now Hampshire sad Massachusetts.

ill tbsea Stated have mad* appropriations for paying
their quota for enclosing and ornamenting th' cemetery,
he., with th* exception of Vermont, Illinois, New
Hampshire aad Delaware.

Nearly all the Committee of Arrangements were pres
eat at the dedication, with Dr. J. K. ffnodgra^, Chairman,aad Thomas A. Bun It, of 1lager*tows. Secretary.
The dsnIen of tha monument has been agreed upon.

Tha pedestal la to be twenty-flve feet high, and twentytwoFeet square at the hern. It will be surmounted with
. ^aS.a a eoMlOr khhltlflff (J II it ft I (jVAF th*

gtaroa of bla comradea. Both tba pedr-nal and tba
atatoa are to l>a roontni' tad of wtilU granite from Rboda
Ialand. Tha itatna aloaa will watgb alabty-«li tona H
Tba cart *<aiiad from lUadyarilla a (aw mtnotaa baf»ra

aeran o'clock for Dalttmora and Waahlogton, and about H
tbla tlma tareral of tba paaaaogara ware rallavad or H
thair raiuaWaa, acluding watchaa and pockatboaka.
plakpockela balog in tba crowd Murb excltamant waa H
produrad by tbaaa diabooaat procaadlujta.
Tha ('aanailtaa-Eiraaaa from Attendance. I

Tlit following art tba Batata of thoaa aomprtalng tba
commitlaa -Or J. C. HnodgraM, Maw York. General
JaroeaO. S-gley, fannay Iranta, Ron. O. K Crammer
Waal Virginia, tiaaarai K. Sbriver, Vary land, Jotm J. ^B
R»»l#y, Michigan ; Hon. Ranry Edward*, Maa«at Uuaatta; ^B
Tboptaa A. Moult. Maryland.

In anawar to latum ol invitation to atttnd the earn. ^B
moataa, Vkeo Praaldant Wade, Governor Fatrrbiid, of ^B
Wiaoonatn; Ron. 0. B. Browning, Oararoor Oglaaby, of ^B
llhnota; ax-iuvaraar Hawtey and a*-«o*ernor Rock- ^B
ingbam, of < onnaotlcut, and Governor Itamman, of New ^B
Hamnahira. aont aicuaaa latter* from Wnnerel (Irani ^B
and I.tantenant Oanaral Hbertnaa war* al*o rw elvnd by ^B
tba on.mitt*t. H

mow ur*BHii. n**"
HrAnQv«*Ttna or ma Aanew or rwal mrm» Ntatb*. I

Ift'imrrm. 0- C # Jnly ill, lt»7, I
Or. i. F. BMOTM* Chairman. and gnot|etn»n o( t>,*

\ our^nmniMnieailo# of "fniy M M at hand. Oanaral H
Grant direct# m* to «ay that it tanot prulwbia that ho ^B
ran »>* at Anttnem on tba 17th of baptamber thai ha
itna« not niproea be ran leave tba rtty that If ha <-»n

bit hnxama will laka him lo tba Waal. Tba Ganaral
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